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If you have had a chance to play the Danelectro Cool Cat series of pedals, surely you have taken notice 
that they deliver solid tones at very cheap prices. Donʼt let the Made in China sticker hold you back. Try 
them out and if you like them, $30-40 is not a bad price to invest in. 

Danelectro have patented the “look” of their pedals but not the circuits which are mostly clones anyway. 
Many people have complained about the aesthetics. Have no fear my friends. Danelectro have made it 
very easy for us to upgrade the look, and in just a few simple steps, we can rehouse these pedals in an 
hour. The parts are

What you need (available at Radioshack):
1. a cool cat pedal $20-40
2. soldering iron $10
3. solder $3
4. solder wick to desolder with $2
5. 2 jacks (either mono or stereo) $2
6. 3PDT $4
7. Some 21 gauge stranded wires $1
8. power adapter $0.50
9.  1590b enclosure (or 1290ns equivalent) $6

Take it apart. Pull the knobs 
off. Then unscrew the two 
nuts from the jacks. Open 
the bottom plate and 
unscrew the two PCBs off. 
Now, the wires are very 
fragile. Be very careful with 
them as you remove them. 
They can break. If they 
break, itʼs no big deal, but 
be extra careful that you 
donʼt damage the boards. 
Notice the input and output 
wires are shielded. 

Here is what the board 
looks like when itʼs taken 
apart. The size is standard 
in all the Cool Cats. Take 
your enclosure and mark 
the positions where you will 
drill your pilot holes. Follow 
this diagram if you use a 

1290NSC enclosure. Once the pilot holes are done, drill the holes to the correct sizes as indicated or to 
whatever size your components are calling for. I recommend using a Unibit to drill as it will make your life 
easier. Notice that I have left the pots unsoldered. This is intentional. You can unsolder and position them 
on top if you like. 
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This is what it will roughly 
look like after you have 
finished drilling. 

Drilling with pilot holes is key 
so that you can make fine 
adjusting as you drill to the 
final size. 
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Now go back to your PCB 
board. I decided to keep the 
LED as is, but in order for 
the board to fit into the new 
home, that black bezel LED 
holding needs to be 
removed. 

Next, go ahead and prime 
and decorate your new 
enclosure. Apply thin coats 
and multiple times, with 
enough dry time in between. 
Let the final coat dry for 1 
day. I like to use photo 
printing for my logos. They 
look pretty good after you 
lacker coat over them 
several times.

Next slowly place your PCB, jacks and 3PDT in. Tighten the nuts. Wire the board up following this 
diagram i drew for you. 
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Note the wires used in the Cool Cats are shielded. Note also that you can also re-use these wires. They 
are not the best being 25+ gauge in size (way too small for us DIY-ers), but they are fine as long as you 
are gentle with them. 

As far as i can tell so far, the assignment for all the wires are standard across all the Coot Cat pedals, so 
this diagram should be go for all of them. 
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Here is what it looks like 
after the board is place into 
the new home. 

After we hook up the wires, 
it should like something like 
this.

Notice how neat this 
rehouse is, and I didnʼt 
even try that hard.

Here is the finished 
product. Works great!

It is possible to fit a 
battery, but i have left it 
out here for simplicity 
sake.
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As an ending note, it is 
worthy to emphasize that 
the Cool Cat is now 
probably one of the easiest, 
cheapest mass produced 
pedals to rehouse. Maybe 
not one of the easiest to 
mod, but certainly for 
rehousing it is hard to go 
wrong. 

Other ideas are possible. If you have an enclosure that is tall enough, you can fit the pots in vertically. The 
3PDT and in/out jacks that came with the original pedal can also be re-used. 

Thanks for reading and have fun! -- SVB
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